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THE PERFECT MAN. 


There is a stage in human evolution which immedi¬ 
ately precedes the god of human effort, and when this 
stage is passed through man. as man. has nothing more 
to accomplish. lie has become perfect; his human 
career is over. The great religious Ix-slow on this 
Perfect Man different names, hut, whatever the name, 
the same idea is beneath it; He is Mithra. Osiris, 
Krishna. Ituddha. Christ—l>ut He ever symlmtiscs the 
Man made perfect. He does not belong to a single 
religion, a single nation, a single human family: He 
is not stifled in the wrappings of a single creed ; every¬ 
where He is the most noble, the most perfect ideal. 
Every religion proclaims Him ; all creeds have in Him 
their justification ; He is the ided towards which every 
Iwlief strives, and each religion fulfils effectively its 
mission according to the dearness with which it illumines, 
and the precision with which it teaches the road whereby 
He may be readied. The name of Christ, used for the 
Perfect Man. throughout Christendom is the name of 
a stale, more than the name of man ; " Christ in you, 
the hope of glory.” is the Christian teacher's thought. 
Men. in the long course of evolution, reach the Christ 
state, for dl accomplish in time the ccnturied pilgrimage, 
and He with whom the name is specially connected 
in western lands is one of the "Sims of God ’’ who 
have reached the find god of humanity. The word 
has ever carried the connotation of a state ; it is " the 
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anointed." Each ni»t reach the state: " I«nok 

within thee; thou art Buddha." “Till the Christ 
be formed in you." 

.V* he who would become a musical artist should 
listen to the masterpieces of music, as he should steep 
himself in the melodics of the master-artists, so should 
we, the children l*»rn of humanity, lift up our eyes ami 
our hearts, in ever-renewed contemplation, to the 
mountains, on which dwell the Perfect Men of our race. 
What we are. They were; what They are. we shall l>c. 
All the sons of men can do what a Son of Man has 
aocompltthcd, and we see in Them the pledge of our own 
triumph; the development of like divinity in us is 
but a question of evolution. 

1 have sometimes divided interior evolution into 
sub-moral, moral and sti|>er-moral; sub-moral, wherein 
the distinctions between right and wrong are not seen, 
and man follows his desires, without question, without 
scruple; moral, wherein right and wrong are seen, 
become ever more defined and inclusive, and otiedience 
to law is striven after ; super-moral, wherein external 
law is transcended, because the divine nature rules it* 
vehicles. In the moral condition, law is recognised os 
a '-otimate barrier, a salutary restraint ; " Do this 
•* Avoid that the man struggles to obey, and there 
is a constant combat la-tween the higher ami the lower 
natures. In the super-moral state the divine life in 
man lin«U its natural expression without extrntal 
direction ; he loves, not because he ought to love. Iiut 
la-cause he is love. He acts, to quote the noble words 
of a Christian Initiate. " not after the law of a carnal 
commandment. Iiut by the power of an endless life." 
Morality is transcended when all the jxiwcrs of the man 
turn to the (loud as the magnetised needle turns to 
the north ; when divinity in man seeks ever the best 
for all. There is no more combat, for the victory is 
won; the Clirist has reached His perfect stature only 
when He has become the Christ triumphant. Master 
of life and death. 

This stage of the Christ-life, the Buddlia-lifc, is 
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entered by the first of the great Initiations, m which 
the Initiate is " the little child.” sometimes the " ImIjc," 
sometimes the " little child, three years old." The 
■nan must " regain the child-state he hath lost **; 
he must “ become a little child ’’ in order to " enter 
the kingdom." Passing through that |s>rtul. he is 
l»orn into the Christ-life. and. treading the “ way of the 
Cross." he passes tmwariLs thioiigh the snceesedve gate¬ 
ways on tile I'nth ; at the end. he is definitely liberated 
from the life of limitations, of bondage, he dies to time 
to live in eternity, and he liecotncs conscious of himself 
as life ruthcr than as form. 

There is no doubt that in early Christianity this 
stage of evolution was definitely recognised us iiefore 
every individual Christian. The anxiety expressed 
by S. Paul that Christ might be horn in his converts 
••ears sufficient testimony to this fact, leaving aside 
other passages that might lie quoted ; even if this 
verse stood alone it would suffice to slum that iu the 
Christian ideal the Christ-stugc was regarded as an 
inner condition, the final period of evolution (or every 
tidiever. And it is well that Christians should rccognisc 
this. and not regard the life of the disei|>le. ending in 
the Perfect Mon, as an exotic, planted in western soil, 
but native only in far eastern lands. This ideal is jxirt 
of all true and spiritual Christianity, and the birth of the 
Christ in each Christiun soul is the object of Christian 
teaching. The very object of religiou is to bring atioul 
this birth, and if it could be that this mystic teaching 
could slip out of Christianity, that faith could no 
longer raise to divinity those who practise it. 

The first of the great Initiations is the birth of the 
Christ, of the Buddha, in the human consciousness, the 
transcending of the 1-consciousness, the falling away 
of limitations. As is well known to all students, there 
are four degsees of development covered by the Christ- 
stage, between the thoroughly good man and the 
triumphant Master. Each of these degrees is entered 
by an Initiation, and during these degree* of evolution 
consciousness is to expand, to grow , to reach the limits 
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possible within the restrict*ms imposed by the human 
body. In the hist of these, the change experienced 
is tlic awakening of consciousness in the spiritual world, 
in the world where consciousness identities itself with 
the life, and ceases to identify itself with the forms in 
which the life may at the moment be imprisoned 
The characteristic of this awakening is a feeling of 
sudden expansion, and of widening out beyond the 
habitual limits of the life, the recognition of a Self, 
divine aud puissant, which is life, not form ; joy, not 
sorrow; the feeling of a marvellous peace, passing all 
of which tlic world can dream. With the falling away 
of limitations comes an increased intensity of life, as 
though life flowed in from every side rejoicing over the 
haulers removed, so vivid a feeling of reality that all 
life in a form seems as death, and earthly light as 
darkness. It is an expansion so marvellous in its nature, 
that consciousness feels as though it hail never known 
itself before, for all it had regarded as consciousness is us 
unconsciousness in the presence of this upwcllitig life. 
Self-consciousness, which commenced to germinate in 
child-humanity, which has developed, grown, expanded 
ever within the limitations of form, thinking itself 
separate, feeling cvct “I," speaking ever of "me" 
and " mine ”—this Self-consciousness suddenly feels all 
selves as Self, all forms as couiuhhi property. He sees 
Ui.it limitations were acc es sory for the building of a centre 
of Selfhood in which Self-identity might persist, and at 
Uie same time he feels that the form is only an instrument 
he uses while he himself, the living consciousness, is one- 
in all that lives. He knows Uie full meaning .of Uie 
oft-s|M>kcn |>lirax- Uie " unity of humanity," and feeb 
what it is to live in all Uiut lives and move*, and this 
conscimism-wt is accompanied with an immense joy. 
Uiat joy of life which even in its faint reflections upon 
earth is one of the keenest ecstasies known to man. 
Tire unity is not only seen by the intellect, but it is felt 
os satisfying Ure yearning for union which all know 
who have loved ; it is a unity felt from within, not seen 
from without; it is not a conception but a life. 
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In many pages of old, Init ever on the same lines, 
has the birth of the Christ in man been figured. And 
yet how all word* shaped for the world of forms fail to 
image forth the world of life. 

Hut the child must grow into the jierfcct man. and 
there is much to do, much weariness to face, many 
sufferings to endure, many combats to wage, many 
ohatades to overcome, ere the Christ born in the feeble¬ 
ness of infancy may reach the stature of the Perfect Man. 
There is the life of labour among his brother-men ; 
there is the facing of ridicule and suspicion ; there is 
the delivery of a despised message; there is the agony 
of desertion, and the passion of the crass, and the 
darkness of the tomb. All these lie licfore him in the 
path mi which he has entered. 

By continual practice, the disciple must learn to 
assimilate the consciousness of others, and to centre 
his own consciousness in life, not in form, so that he 
may pas* beyond the " heresy of separateness," which 
makes him regard others as different from himself. 
He has to expand his consciousness by daily |iractice, 
until its normal state is that which he temporarily 
experienced at his first Initiation. To this end he will 
endeavour in his everyday life to identify his con¬ 
sciousness with the consciousness of those with whom 
he comes into contact day by day; he will strive to 
feel os they fevl. to think as they think, to rejoice as 
they rejoice, to suffer as they suffer. Gradually he 
must develop a perfect sympathy, a sympathy which 
can vibrate in harmony with every string of the human 
lyre. Gradually he must leant to answer, as if it 
were his own. to every sensation of another, however 
high he may be or however low. Gradually by constant 
practice he must identify himself with others in all the 
varied circumstances of their different lives. He must 
team the lesson of joy and the lesson of tears, and 
this is only imssible when he has transcended the 
separated self, when he no longer asks aught for 
himself, but understands that he must henceforth live 
in life alone. 
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Hit firtt sharp struggle t» to put aside all that up to 
thin j*>iut has been fur him life, consciousness. reality, 
and walk forth alone, naked, no longer identifying 
himself with any form. He has to learn the law of life, 
by which alone the inner divinity ean manifest, the 
law which is the antithesis of his |>ast. The law of form 
is taking ; the law of life is giving. I Jfe grows by pour¬ 
ing itself nut through form, fed by the inexhaustible 
source of life at the heart of the universe ; the more 
the life i»ours itself out the greater the inflow from 
within. It seems at first to the young Christ as though 
all his life were leaving him. as though his hands were 
left empty after outpouring their gifts on a thankless 
world ; only when the lower nature has been definitely 
sacrificed is the eternal life experienced, and that which 
seemed the death of being is found to lx s birth into a 
fuller life. 

Thus consciousness develop*. until the first stage 
of the (Kith is trrxldcn. and the disciple sees lief ore him 
the second l’ortal of Initiation, symbolised in the 
Christian Scriptures as the Baptism of the Christ. 
At this, os he descends into the waters of the world's 
sorrows, the river that every- Saviour of men must be 
Ixiptiscd in. a new flood of divine life is poured out upon 
him ; his cuasciousiic» realises itself as the Son. in 
whom the life of the Father finds fit expression. He 
feels the fife of tile Monad, his Father in Heaven, flowing 
into his consciousness, and realises that he is one. not 
with men only, but also with his heavenly Father, and 
that he live* on earth only to be the expression of the 
Father’s will. His manifested organism. Henceforth 
is his ministry to men the most patent fact of his life. 
He is the Son. to whom men should listen, liecansc 
from him the hidden life Bows forth, and he bus become 
a channel through which that hidden life can reach the 
outer world. He is the priest of the Mystery llod, who 
has entered within the veil, and comes forth with tin- 
glory sinning from his face, which is tile reflection of 
the light in the sanctuary. 

It b there that he begins that work of love symbolised 
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m tin outer ministry by his willingness to heal and 
to relieve; round him press the souls seeking light 
and life, attracted by his inner force and by the divine 
life manifested in the accredited Son of the Father. 
Hungry souls come to him, and he gives them bread ; 
souls suffering from the disease of sin come, and he heals 
them by his living word; souls blinded by ignorance 
come, and he illuminates them by wisdom. It » one 
of the signs of a Christ in his ministry, that the atianduned 
and the poor, the desperate and the degraded, oome 
to him without the sense of separation. They feel a 
welcoming sympathy ami not a rqielling ; for kindness 
radiates from his person, and the love that understands 
I lows out around him. Truly the ignorant know not 
that he is an evolving Christ, but they feel a power that 
raises, a life which vitalises, and in his atmosphere 
they inbreathe new strength, new hope. 

The third Portal is before him, which admits him to 
another stage of his progress, and he has a brief moment 
of peace, of glory, of illumination, symbolised in Christian 
writings by the Transfiguration. It is a pause in hts 
life, a brief cessation of his active sen-ice. a journey 
to the Mountain whereon broods the peace of heaven, 
and there—side by side with some who have recognised 
his evolving divinity—that divinity shines forth for a 
moment m its transcendent beauty. During this lull 
in tile combat. he secs his future ; a series of pictures 
unrolls before his eyes; he beholds the sufferings 
which lie liefore him. the solitude of 4«ctliscuiane, the 
agony of Calvary. Thenceforth liis face is act stead¬ 
fastly towards Jerusalem, towards the darkness he is to 
enter for the love of mankind. He understands that 
ere he can reach the perfect realisation of unity he must 
experience the «|uintcsseucc of solitude. Hitherto, 
while conscious of the growiug life, it has seemed to 
hiui to come to him from without; now be is to realise 
that its centre is within him; in solit.ide of heart he 
must ex|>erKiicv the true unity of the Fattier and the 
Son, an interior and not an outer unity, and then the 
loss even of the Father's Face; and for this all external 
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contact with men. am! even with <'.o«l. must be cut off, 
that within his own Spirit he may find the One 

A* the dark hour approaches, he is more and mure 
appalled by the failure of the human sympathies on 
which he has been wont to rely during the past years 
of life and service, and when, in the critical moment of 
his need, he looks around for comfort and sees his 
friends wrapt in indifferent slumber, it seems to him 
that all human ties nre broken, that all human love 
is a mockery, all human faith a betrayal; he is thing 
back upon himself to learn that only the tie with his 
Father in heaven remains, that all embodied aid is 
useless. It has been said that in this hour of solitude 
the soul is filled with bitterness, and that rarely a soul 
ikliacs over this gulf of void ness without a cry of anguish ; 
it is then Uiat bursts forth the agonised reproach: 
" Conldat thou not watch with me one hour * "— 
but no human band may clasp another in that Gcth- 
semane of desolation. 

When this darkness of human desertion is over¬ 
past. then, despite the shrinking of the human nature 
from the cup. COOKS the deeper darkness of the hour 
when a gulf seems to open between the Father and the 
Son. Is-tween the life embodied and the life infinite. 
The F'ather. who was yet realised in Gctharmane when 
all human friends were slumtiering, is veiled in the 
passion of the Cross It is the liitterest of all the 
ordeals of the Initiate, when even the consciousness 
of the life of sonsliip is lost, and the hoar of the hoped-for 
ttittinph becomes that of the dee|iest ignominy. He 
aces his enemies exultant around him: lie sees himself 
abandoned by his friemls and his lovers ; he feels the 
divine support cram tile away lieneuth his feet ; and he 
drinks to the last drop the cop of solitude, of isolation, 
no contact with man or God bridging the void in 
which hangs his helpless soul. Then from the heart 
that feels itself deserted even bv the F'ather rings 
out the cry : ” My God ! my God ! why hast Thou 
forsaken me ? ” 

Why this last proof, this last ordeal, this most cruel 



II 


erf all illusions ? Illusion, for the dying Christ is nearest 
of all to the divine Heart. 

Devalue the Son must know himself to Ik* one with 
the Father he seeks, must find (lod not only within 
him hut as his innermost Self; only when he knows 
that the eternal is himself and he the eternal, is he 
beyond the possibility of the sense of separation. Then, 
and then only, can he perfectly help his race, and 
become a conscious part of the uplifting energy. 

The Christ triumphant, the Christ of the Resurrection 
and Ascension, has felt the bitterness of death, has 
known all human suffering, and has risen above it by 
the jtower of his own divinity*. What now can trouble 
his peace, or check his outstretched hand of help ? 
During Ida evolution he learned to receive into himself 
the currents of human troubles and to send them forth 
again as currents of peace and joy. Within the circle 
of his then activity, this was his work, to transmute 
forces of discord into forces of harmony. Now he must 
do it fur the world, for the humanity out of which he 
has flowered. The Christs and their disciples, each in 
the measure of his evolution, thus protect and help the 
world, and far bitterer would Ik* the struggles, far more 
desperate the combats of humanity, were it not for the 
presence of these in its midst, whose hands bear up 
" the heavy karma of the world." 

Even those who are at the earliest stage of the Path 
Income lifting forces in evolution, os in truth are all 
who unselfishly work for others, though these mote 
dclibcrutrly and continuously. Hut the Christ trium- 
pliant docs coni|rfetely what others do at varying stage* 
of imiKtfectiou. anil therefore is he called a “ Saviour." 
and this characteristic in him is perfect. He saves, not 
by suljstituting himself for us, Imt by sharing with us 
his life. He is wise, and all men are the wiser for his 
wisdom, for his life flows into all men's veins and pulses 
in all men's hearts. He is not tied to a fatui, nor separ¬ 
ate front any. He is the Ideal Man, the lVrfcvt Man ; 
each human being is a cell iu his body, uitd each cell 
is nourished by his life. 
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Surely it had not lw.ii worth while to suffer the Cross 
ami to tread the Path that leads thereto, simple to win 
a little earlier his own lilieration. to lie at rot a little 
sooner. The cost would have been too heavy (or such 
a Rain, the strife too hitter (or such a prize. N'av. but 
in his triumph humanity is exalted, and the path 
trodden by all feet is rendered a little shorter. The 
evolution of the whole race i* accelerated ; the pilgrim* 
age of each is made less long. This was the thought 
that inspired him in the violence of the combat, that 
sustained his strength, that softened the pangs of loss. 
Not one lacing, however feeble, however d(.•graded, how¬ 
ever ignorant, however sinful, who is not a little nearer 
to the light when a Son of the Highest has finished his 
course. How the s]ievd of evolution will lie quickened 
as more and more of these Sons rise triumpha it. and 
enter into conscious life eternal. How swiftly will 
turn the wheel which lifts man into divinity as more 
and more men Irecome consciously divine. 

Herein lies the stimulus for each of us who, in >>ur 
noblest moments, have felt the attraction of the life 
(toured out for love of men. lat us think of the suffer¬ 
ings of the world that knows not why it suffers; of the 
misery, the despair of men who know not why they live, 
and why they die ; who. day after day. year after year, 
see sufferings fall upon themselves and others and 
understand not their reason ; who light with desperate 
courage, or who furiously revolt, against conditions 
they cannot comprehend or justify. Ia.t us think of 
the agony bom of blindness, of the darkness in which 
they grope, without hope, without aspiration, without 
knowledge of the true life, and of the lieautv beyond 
the veil. I<ct its think of the million* of our brother* 
in the darkness, and then of the uplifting energies horn 
of our sufferings, our struggles and our sacrifices. We 
can raise them a step towards the light alleviate their 
(tain*, diminish their ignorance, abridge their journey 
towards the knowledge which is light and life. Who 
of us that knows even a little that will not give himself 
for these who know naught ? 



Wc know by the I,aw immutable, by Truth unswerv¬ 
ing, by the endless Life of God, that all divinity is 
within us. and that though it be now but little evolved, 
all is there of infinite capacity’, available for the uplifting 
of the world. Surely then there is not <»nc. able to feel 
the pulsing of the divine life. that is not attracted by 
the hope to help and Mess. And if this !.ifc lie felt, 
however feebly, for however brief a time, it is because 
in the heart there is the first thrill of that which will 
unfold as the Christ-life, because the time nfiproachcs 
for the birth of the Christ-bahe, because in such a one 
humanity* is seeking to flower. 
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OBJECTS. 

To form » nucleus o< the unireraal Hk* her hood <4 Humanity, 
without distinction ot rue*, erred, *«■*, caste, or colour 

To encourage the study ol comparative trllgion, philosophy, 
and sefonre. 

To investigate unexplained law* <4 nature and tbe power* 
latent in man. 



Any perwm desiring information aa to the Theoaopbiral 
Society la invited to communicate with any one <4 the ('.corral 
Secretaries at addresses as under : — 

Amkhic a • New York, West Eighth Street. 

RstralM: koodoo. J*. Alts-marie Street, W 
Imi>ia : Benares, N.W.P. 

Scandinavia : Sweslen, Engelhrechtsgatan 7 , Stockholm. 
ArmtaiU : Sydney, N S W'., 41 , Margaret Street. 

N«w zrt*l>ni> : Auckland, Hi* Majesty 1 * Arcade, Queen 
Street. 

Hotxaxx>: Amsterdam, jtS, Amateldijk. 

PaancK : Paris, 59 , Avenue de la Bourdoonai*. 

Italy : Prof. Ottooe Prniig e Porro, della R. Hniverrita di 
Genova. 

Gnutanv : Mot*straa*«, 17. Beilin, W. 



Tint TiwxrtMIICM. Sncntn' U compos! of .Indents, 
belonging to any religion in the world or lo none, who air- 
united by their approval of the above objects, by their wi*h 
to remove religious antagonism* and to draw together men of 
goal will whatxievet their rellgiona "pinifma. and by their 
devire to study religions truth, and to share the re.nlta of their 
studies with other*. Their hood >d unl.« I* not the profession 
nt a common beUef. hut a common search and aspiration for 
Troth. They bold that Truth should be .ought by etude, by 
reflecti<m, by parity of life, by devotion to high iileal*. am! 
they regard Truth aa a prime to be striven for. not a* a dogma 
to he imposed by authority They .-.m»Mcr that belief should 
lie the result of individual study or intuition, and not ita 
antecedent, ami should real on knowledge, pot on a»wrll..n 
They estrud tolerance lo all, even to the intolerant, not aa a 
privilege they bestow, but aa a duty they perf.wm. ami they 
seek to fvmove ignorance, not to punish it. They ace every 
religion aa an expression of the Diving Wisikju. aud prefer 
Ita study to its nmdemnatiou. and tla p« act ice to pmaciytiam 
Peace is their watch-woid, aa Truth D thelt aim 

Thkhiopiiv is the body of truths which forma the basis 
at all relighma, and which cannot be claimed as the eadusive 
poaseaMon of any. It oilers a philosophy which renders life 
intelligible, and which demonstrates tbs Juatlc* and the love 
which guide its evolution. It puts death in Ita rightful place, 
aa a recurring Incident in an radians Hie, opening the gateway 
of a fuller and more radiant existence It restores to the 
world the science of the spirit, teaching man to know the spirit 
as himself, and the mind and body aa his servants. It illumi¬ 
nates the scriptures and doctrines of religions by unveiling 
their hidden meanings, and thus justifying them et the bar 
of intelligence, as they are ever justified in the eyes of intuition. 

Member, of ihe Tbcuaophiral Society study these truths, 
and Theowipblata endeavour to live them. livery one willing 
to study, to be tolerant, to aim high, and to work persevetlngly. 
is welcomed aa a member, and it rests with the member to 
become a true Thcoaophist. 




